
SCHOOL PHOTOS MONDAY 19TH MARCH.  PLEASE WEAR YELLOW 

SCHOOL TOP. 
 

Dear Parents, 

Library Furniture arrives 

Teachers and parents have been busy during the 

last few days sorting our library books and 

filling the new shelves.  Others have been 

assembling the shelves for storage of teaching 

resources. There is still a way to go, but we are 

all looking forward to classes being able to 

access the library, and make use of the new 

project space.  Our six new cubic ottomans add 

a bit of welcome colour to the space. 

 

Environmental Day year 5/6 

Last Thursday the year 5 and 6 students went to 

Bright to participate in Environmental Day.  

Thank you to Mary Anne, Nikki and Jill for 

transporting the students to Bright for the day. 

Later in the newsletter you will find some of 

the students reports from their experiences on 

the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kinder grounds continue to take shape 

Another working bee or two occurred over the 

weekend – I came back from Melbourne to find 

the topsoil spread in the area to be grassed, 

extra reinforcing done on the retaining wall, 

and some other projects underway in the kinder 

yard.  It’s good to see the project maintaining 

momentum. 

 

Swimming and tennis 

After a week’s delay on account of the floods, 

the Regional Swimming championships were 

held in Shepparton yesterday.  Emily Barnes 

represented our school, swimming in the 

backstroke event. Despite suffering from a cold 

and actually coughing during the event, Emily 

managed to come 11th in the region from 16 

competitors. Well done!!  Also delayed by a 

week is the district  tennis comp – which will 

now take place in Wodonga next Wednesday.  

Best of luck to Sam, Liam and Liam who will 

be representing us there! 

 

School Council 

Councillors had an exceptionally busy meeting 

this week with the presentation of the Annual 

Report for year 2011, the AGM for the new 

council, and then the first regular meeting.  The 

Annual Report detailed some of our many 

successes from 2011.  These included our wide 

range of extra-curricular programs, but were 

particularly in the areas of literacy and 

numeracy where this school continues to raise 

children’s levels to beyond the norm for the 

state of Victoria, and well above what is 

achieved in general by country schools.   The 

full Annual Report may be viewed at school, 

and I have included two key pages from it later 

in this newsletter. 
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A couple of councillors are working towards 

improving safety at our school crossing.  One 

has managed to negotiate to have the white 

lines repainted (in the next few weeks 

hopefully) and another will be requesting our 

flashing lights be updated with a flashing ‘40’ 

sign. 

 

Council reviewed the list of proposed works as 

prepared by the Buildings and Grounds sub-

committee (and printed in last week’s 

newsletter), and work continues with 

councillors looking at quotes for various work 

to be done.  

Next Tuesday we have organised a visit by 

Steven Franzi-Ford to speak with councillors 

(and other interested parents) about the role and 

responsibilities of councillors.  This will be 

held at school from 5.00pm . The aim is to 

assist us all to be clearer about the role of 

council, which will help us to work effectively 

and harmoniously.  That should be handy in a 

year when there is so much to do to finish off 

all the details of our new school!  

 

Term 2 Music Program 

Councillors were very pleased to learn that the 

Opportunity Shop has agreed to meet the full 

cost of our music program for next term with a 

donation of $1320.  This will bring 

instrumental and singing classes to all our 

children for an hour a week for ten weeks. I’m 

looking forward to it already. 

 

CALENDAR 2012 
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL 

 

As we are all trying to be friendly to our environment we are now offering to email our Newsletter out 

to families instead of sending home a paper copy.  

 

If any families would prefer this method please return the slip below with your preferred email 

address.  The newsletter will be emailed Thursday afternoon. 

 

Yes -  we would prefer our Newsletter by Email:   

Family Name:________________________________ 

No -  we would prefer a paper copy sent home:  

 Family Name:__________________________________ 
(Please circle appropriate one) 

Preferred Email Address for newsletters: 
___________________________________________________ 
Thankyou. 

MARCH 2012  

Monday 19 School Photos 

Tuesday 20 Council – Information session – All Welcome 

Wednesday 21 Interschool Tennis – NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 

Friday 23 National Ride to School Day 

Wednesday 28 Senior athletics – years 3 to 6 – Mt Beauty 

Friday 30 Last day of term 1 

APRIL 2012  

Monday 16 First Day of Term 2. 

Wednesday 25 Anzac Day – No School  

MAY 2012  

Tuesday 8 5/6 Camp to Queenscliffe 

Friday 11 5/6 Return from Queenscliffe 



President’s Report 2012 
 
 

As our first AGM in the new building it is very fresh in my mind the enormous year we 
have had and the many changes that have taken place: 
  Losing our library 
  Losing 50% of our buildings 
  Losing a staffroom 
  Losing access to over 50% of our resources 
All this for at least 6 months longer than planned. 
 
Having said all that the children have had a full curriculum that has run regardless of 
obstacles and this is of huge credit to our Principal, staff and parents. Camps, 
swimming and skiing programs have all continued as normal as well as an end of year 
concert which did not only come up to previous standard but continued to raise the 
bar. 
 
For all this we have gained a fantastic well equipped building, all that we lost is quickly 
coming back and a kinder is around the corner on top of exciting grounds work. 
 
The near completion to this phase of our new school is very exciting although as you 
are all aware, it has caused some tension and uncertainty within the school 
community.  Given all of the above this is not surprising at all.  
 
In the year ahead we have many more things ahead of us and experiences to date have 
raised awareness in my mind the importance of good governance and the benefits a 
more united school community offers as we go about volunteering our services to 
benefit students, teachers and the wider school community. I am looking forward to 
our visit from Stephen Franzce-Ford from the Association of School Councils in Victoria 
(ASCIV) to guide us with this. 
 
I would like to thank all present and outgoing council members for the extensive time 
and energy given over the past years. A special thank you to Sue Kovacs, a long-
standing teacher representative on the council, who has devoted so much to the 
council on top of her teaching role.  
 
There is a real energy about the school and my hope is this continues so positively. 
 
 

Thankyou 

Mary Anne 

SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

 

 

 



 

  Hello Prep /1 parents. 
  

It is difficult to believe that the end of the first term is already drawing near. 
 
In the classroom 

In writing we are still looking at Recounts with our subject focus on the farm. This week the students 
have been writing about the “Lazy Duck”. Once the writing is complete they have been publishing 
their stories using the computer. The students are getting really fantastic at inserting pictures from 
clip art. 
  

In reading, we continue to use guided reading and other small group literacy activities which either 
tie in with our integrated topic or writing focus on recounts. 
  

In maths our focus continues to be on counting. This week we have been looking at halves, the 
students have been drawing pictures and folding them in half. The students are working well with 
Mathletics and Maths Made Easy 1 and 2. Congratulation to Josh and Lachlan for receiving their first 
‘Bronze Certificate’ from Mathletics. 
 
Have a great week. 
 
Kellie 

 
 

Sal and Sam went to Grandads farm. They fed the                                                                                    

     ducks and they fed the other animals. Then Grandad mended the fence. Sal  and Sam wander off.  

By  Kai Year 1. 

 

Sal and Sam went to Grandad’s farm. 

I own a bull said Grandad so be careful if you go in the grass 

behind the fence. 

Sal and Sam fed the sheep, cows, hens, ducks, pigs, horses.  
By Josh Year 1. 

 
 
 

Sal and Sam went to granddads farm. 

Sal and Sam went to see the cows, horses, ducks and pigs. 

Grandad said don’t run away. They ran away.  By Ebony Year 1. 

 

On      the       farm     there        was        a       cow.  The    cow had a wig it     made        her jig.      

The cow had     a cake,     she     got   it    from     the    drake. 

By Lachlan Year 1 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



A Notice for all parents: 

 
Parent Invitation:     MONDAY, MARCH 26

TH
, 9:00 UNTIL 1:00 

 

Students in years Prep to 6 would like to invite you to come and take part in a show-case of the work 

they have achieved in SOSE this term.  Prep/1 children have been completing a unit of work on Farms  

and students in year 2-6 on Feathers, Fur and Fins.   

Year 2-6 students will display written work, their diorama, ‘Message in a Bottle’ story, some 

persuasive writing and a power-point presentation.  Students will also be presenting their Diorama 

Reports to their peers and to you, as part of the ‘Speaking and Listening’ component of their 

assessment. 

Prep/1 students will be displaying some art work, some written work and some three-dimensional 

creations. 

The event with include a celebratory morning tea.  It also gives you all a chance to come and 

check out our new school if you haven’t already done so! 

 

Could we please ask: 

 Each student to bring a healthy plate to share for morning tea?  Ideas include: cut up fruit, dips and 

crackers, muffins) 

 Dress up:  P/1 students please dress up in ‘farm’ clothes. 

 Dress up: 2-6 students please use your imagination to be ‘beachy’. 

We look forward to sharing your child’s achievements with you in our new Library and classrooms.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Year 5/6 Enviro Day – Bright 2012. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL DAY 
 

It was a really exciting day at bright. 

I rotated around four activities. 

Here are some interesting facts I have learnt. 

Solar energy!!! 
 Turn off everything when going out 

apart from the fridge. 

 There is a butterfly that is fluttering 

around that is powered by the sun. 

 There is also a clock that is powered by 

the sun as well. 

 You can also save money by doing this. 

 Mum and dad don’t have to pay as 

much as they do now. 

 There is a wind up torch to charge and 

no power. 

Water bugs!!! 

 They need water to survive. 

  If there are lots of sensitive ones that 

means the water is very clean. 

 Some can live in dirty water. 

 Some can’t live in dirty water. 

 Lots of them can live in clean and dirty 

water. 

 Some of the water bugs are very tiny. 

RED!!! 

 R stands for recycling. 

 E stands for education. 

 D stands for the difference. 

 If you have any plastic that is very 

flexible that is recycling. 

 It can be made in blocks of wood. 

  Plastic can be made in to a chair. 

The animal’s habitat!!! 
 Some live in trees. 

 Some live in burrows. 

 Some live in the WILD. 

 Some live with people in a cage. 

 Some live in tree hollows. 

 And also some live in bark.  

By Emelia

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Environmental day – Bright 
 
We all arrived at Bright footy ground at about 

9:30 I was in Nikki’s car with Rowdy, Emily 

and Maddy. We got put in pairs before we got 

there, I was with Hoody. There were nine 

activities but each pair only got to do four each. 

Mine andHoody’s first group was the rubbish 

run: we had to get in three groups and have a 

relay to put rubbish in separate bins. There was 

a yellow bin= recycle red bin= rubbish and the 

green bin= natural waste (food scraps). 

FACTS ON RUBBISH RUN 

1. Plastics you can squash with one hand 

are rubbish 

2. Plastics you cant squash with one hand 

are recyclable. 

3. Food scraps can be put into compost 

not in rubbish bin. 

 

FILTERING THE WATER: in filtering water 

we had to get as much dirt and other little 

pieces out of the water, to get it as clean as we 

can with two cotton buds, two cloths, two paper 

towels, two cups and a cut in half bottle 

Facts: 

1. One of the steps they do to make our 

drinking water clean, they put a special 

chemicalwitch make all fine pieces of 

dirt contract together and it all sinks to 

the bottom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLEANAWAY WITH VANESSA: at clean 

away we had to sort glass, plastic and other 

stuff. 

Facts: 

1. Wine glasses are different glass to glass 

bottles. 

2. One wine glass can wreck a whole ton 

of glass bottles when they melt them. 

The glass is softer in a wine glass, if 

they use that in new bottle when you 

open them there most likely to smash 

in your hands, that’s why never chuck a 

wine glass in the recycling bin. 

3. Never put your recycling stuff in a bag 

because when they sort them by hand 

they can’t go in them because it is 

against the law to open them 

 

By Clay Year 6. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
                                                  

FOR SALE 

 

Bunk Beds (can be 2 singles).  Good quality 

iron/Timber veneer. 

Includes mattresses and bedding. 

$100 ONO.  Please call Ruth 0419 244773 

 

 

CRAFT GET TOGETHER 

 
If you are interested in craft of any kind - 
come along to the Tawonga Store on Sunday 
18th March for an informal gathering to see if 
we can start up a group.  Some of the things 
we could do are:  Scrapbooking/Card 
making/Getting photographs organised for 
albums etc. or anything you can suggest.  This 
is really just an opportunity to come together 
and enjoy a few hours of fun.  At this first get 
together we will see how many people turn 
up, what the interests are and when it would 
be best to meet on a regular (monthly) basis.  
Please contact Minnie McMahon on 0410 541 
801 for further details or just turn up! 

 

MT BEAUTY MUSIC FESTIVAL 

PRESENTS 

 ALPINE VALLEYS GOT TALENT!  

 
An invitation is made to all the young people in the 

Alpine Shire to participate in this inaugural event. 

Here is an opportunity for those budding local 

young performers to strap on their tap shoes and 

guitars and show us what they’ve got!  

Age groups: 5-9, 10-13 & 14-18 

Heats:  Tuesday 17
th
 April, 7.30-9.30pm 

  Sunday 22
nd

 April, 2.00-4.30pm 

@ The Mt Beauty Country Club 

Sometime in first two weeks of term, @ Bright 

TBA 

Final:  During the festival, Saturday APRIL 28TH 

@4pm.  

This is a free event. 

There will be one winner from each age group.  

The prize will include a chance to perform on one 

of the main stages of the festival on Sunday 29
th
. 

More information will be available as it comes 

to hand. Meanwhile, start rehearsing!  

 

 

 

 

Mt.Beauty Soccer club: 

Training and Registrations this Saturday at the 

football ground 10.30am till 12noon 

Age groups U7’s to U15’s Boys & Girls 

Contact: Ron Crawford 57544886 or 0413 339 

570  

 

 

 

******SPECIAL EVENT********* 
MONDAY 26TH MARCH 
BASKETBALL CLINICS 

MEGAN MOODY 
 

BASKETBALL VICTORIA  
Under 8’s & Under 10’s  
4:15 PM – 5:00 PM  
Under 12’s & Under 14’s  
5:00 PM – 6:00 PM  
Under 16’s & Under 18’s  
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM  
COME ON DOWN TO THE BASKETBALL STADIUM 
– FREE ENTRY!  
*NO BASKETBALL THURSDAY 29th MARCH* 


